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The New Trinity Times is written by Trinity Lutheran School’s 2025-2026 Journalism class.
Staff reporters Abby Pilny, Addison Mann, Addison Meredith, Alice Hensley, Arian Gomez,
Ariana Mehrazar, Aubrey Miranda, Ava Harrison, Bobby Hawn, Damian Gomez, Floyd Turner,

Gunnarr Tully, Heidi Johnson, Jacob Garcia, Joshua Camiola, Juliana Rivera, and Keira Hager,
are supervised by Trinity’s Journalism instructor, Mrs. Lori Solyom.

Your paragraph text

Your paragraph text

by Abby Pilny

continued on page 2

Trinity Chargers Track is
GOING TO STATE! 

 Learn more on page 11

Friday, May 15, Fine Arts
Festival

 See more on page 2

Each one of our 8th grade students has had a pretty good time at Trinity,
whether they've come since preschool or just this year. Even though there
have been ups and downs they are almost ready to move onto the next
generation of their lives…high school. But before they graduate, I have asked
them some important questions about themselves:

Meet trinity Lutheran schoolMeet trinity Lutheran school

class of 2026class of 2026

Meet trinity Lutheran school

class of 2026

What high schools are each of you going to and what
are you most excited about?
Addison: I’m going to Willowbrook, and I am most excited to
reconnect with my older friends and participate in sports. 
Ariana: I’m going to Walther, and I’m most excited for the
extracurricular opportunities and to connect with new
friends.
Aubrey: I am going to Willowbrook and I am most excited
to meet new people. 
Ava: I’m going to Wheaton North, and I'm most excited
about how much I’m going to get to try.
How long have you been at Trinity?
Addison: Since 4-year-old preschool (2016-2017).
Ariana: Since 4th grade (2021-2022).
Aubrey: This school year (2025-2026).
Ava: Since 3rd grade (2020-2021).
What is one of your favorite Trinity memories and why?
Addison: I liked the class trips, because they were basically
just 3-day trips with all my friends where we get to pull
(gentle) shenanigans. 
Ariana: Spending time with everyone, from the small things
like the Cane’s trips, to the big class trips—it's all fun. 
Aubrey: I like all the trips - I made a lot of memories with
friends. 
Ava: The seminary trip (to Concordia Theological Seminary
in Fort Wayne, IN).
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Read about America’s
Semiquincentennial on

July 4, 2026, also called the
Quarter Millennium,
marking the 250th

anniversary of the United
States Declaration of

Independence - 
beginning on page 3

8th Grade Graduation8th Grade Graduation
Thursday, May 21, 7 p.m.Thursday, May 21, 7 p.m.
in the church sanctuaryin the church sanctuary

8th Grade Graduation
Thursday, May 21, 7 p.m.
in the church sanctuary

Final Day of ClassFinal Day of Class
Friday, Friday, May 22May 22

8:15 a.m. class begins8:15 a.m. class begins
8:30 a.m. closing chapel8:30 a.m. closing chapel
followed by Field Dayfollowed by Field Day
fun, including...fun, including...
parachute play, duckparachute play, duck
duck goose, tug o’ war,duck goose, tug o’ war,
football, bean bag race,football, bean bag race,
obstacle courseobstacle course

              FAMILY VOLUNTERSFAMILY VOLUNTERS        
              contact the office if youcontact the office if you    
              can helpcan help

11:30 a.m. dismissal11:30 a.m. dismissal
            (NO AFTERCARE)(NO AFTERCARE)

Have a wonderfulHave a wonderful
summer!summer!

Final Day of Class
Friday, May 22

8:15 a.m. class begins
8:30 a.m. closing chapel
followed by Field Day
fun, including...
parachute play, duck
duck goose, tug o’ war,
football, bean bag race,
obstacle course

       FAMILY VOLUNTERS    
       contact the office if you  
       can help

11:30 a.m. dismissal
      (NO AFTERCARE)

Have a wonderful
summer!

Vacation Bible SchoolVacation Bible School
Monday-Friday, June 1-5Monday-Friday, June 1-5

age 3 through entering 5age 3 through entering 5  grade grade  thth

REGISTER:REGISTER:
https://tinyurl.com/TrinityVBS-TT26https://tinyurl.com/TrinityVBS-TT26

Vacation Bible School
Monday-Friday, June 1-5

age 3 through entering 5  grade th

REGISTER:
https://tinyurl.com/TrinityVBS-TT26
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What is something you’ve learned from a teacher or another Trinity student that you think is important to know?
Addison: Honestly, it's more about the actions and how my teachers have treated other people. 
Ariana: As common as it may be, “Lifting one another up” is one of the most important things.
What was one of the most stressful moments here at Trinity? (Be honest, LOL)
Addison: Spanish tests. Very icky. Also dance during PE.
Ariana: I can’t think of anything that bad, but something that was somewhat funny and kind of scary is when we
went to Rainbow Cone and there was a bee. Safe to say, we were all a bit spooked.
Aubrey: Math, I hated every bit of that.
Ava: Spanish, 7th grade, and dance in PE.
Is there something new that you want to try during high school, or even this summer?
Addison: In high school, I’m trying out for golf and also thinking about participating in tennis. 
Ariana: Yes, most likely drama, volleyball, choir, and maybe even tennis. 
Aubrey: In high school, I’d like to try badminton and volleyball. 
What are you going to miss most about Trinity?
Addison: How small it is, and how nice everyone is. 
Ariana: The classes are smaller, so everyone seems to have a closer relationship with one another.
Aubrey: All my friends.
Ava: Small classes.
What is one goal you have achieved this past year and what is a good one to set for next year?
Addison: I kept good grades. Next year, I hope to make the varsity basketball team and continue to get good grades. 
Ariana: I would like to continue my involvement in dance, piano, archery, and art. I would also like to keep up the
highest GPA.
Aubrey: I’d like to keep my grades up and for next year, I want to get better grades than I did this year. 
Ava: I’ve no serious goals at present.

class of 2026 continued from page 1

During this year's Fine Arts Festival, we have a lot planned for you. It begins at 6 p.m.
on Friday, May 15, in the gymnasium. Come see our fantastic musical, titled It Takes A
Wizard! The story involves a bunch of interesting characters going on a grand quest to
find Sleeping Beauty. What will they encounter? 
 
Our 5th through 8th grade cast members have rehearsed almost daily and are excited to
perform. Here are their roles:
           The Dragon: Abby Pilny                         The Spy: Aubrey Miranda
           Sleeping Beauty: Ariana Mehrazar     Robbing Hood: Damian Gomez
           The Lone Heckler: Ava Harrison         Sir Leroy: Joshua Camiola 
           The Jester: Addison Meredith              The Wizard: Arian Gomez
           The King of More: Jacob Garcia           Guards: Keira Hager, Juliana Rivera         
           Merry Men: Alice Hensley, Heidi Johnson, Addison Mann
           Protesters: Floyd Turner, Gunnarr Tully, Bobby Hawn
 
The performance features catchy, upbeat songs, and hilarious comedy. There will be
dwarf kings demanding mystical wizards, and beautiful queens being sought after.
Throw in men of the woods and fiery lizards, brilliant ideas and interruption after
interruption. Will they make it, or will they face never ending sticky situations and go
home in a defeat? You’ll never know...unless you come and watch to the end.

Featured artwork at the Fine Arts
Festival has been selected by each
student - three favorite art
projects that they have worked
hard on over this school year.
These creations will be displayed
in the gym so that parents can
enjoy the creative talents of their
own children and all of the
students. God the Creator created
each child in His image and gave
them the ability to create. If you
love seeing your child's artwork
and enjoying the talents with
which God gifted him or her, you're
in luck. Friday, May 15, is your
evening. Be there at 6 p.m.
because the Fine Arts Festival is
for you!

by Joshua Camiola, Jacob Garcia, Arian Gomez, and Keira Hager

What’s On the Wall...
by Aubrey Miranda

Other exciting elements will be part of the artistic evening. Mixed media art from all grade levels will be on display.
The amazing visual art will be followed by musical performances by Trinity piano students. This audio experience will
gloriously lead up to the much-anticipated musical. 

Mr. B. and Mrs. Curelo have worked very very hard, directing us to be the best we can in our roles. Whereas Miss Rose
and Ms. Shirer have done a great job in preparing us for our solos and songs. “If you're feeling nervous about
performing in front of a big crowd, pick one spot in the gym where you can focus until the nerves are gone,” advises
Mr. B. He also said, “I like it when students show how much they have learned about stage productions. I look forward
to seeing all the hard work pay off.” We have all worked really hard - please sit down and enjoy our production. It will
mean a lot to us! This is your sneak peek. You can join us at the Fine Arts Festival to see it all.



                                                                                      Memorial Day occurs this year on Monday, May 25, and is a 
                                                                                      federal holiday. Observed annually on the last Monday in May, 
                                                                                      the day honors U.S. military personnel who died in battle or 
                                                                                      from injuries sustained in battle. 

Memorial Day was originally called Decoration Day. It was established after the Civil War to honor Union
soldiers who died in battle - by decorating their graves. The first major official observance was held on
May 30, 1868, at Arlington National Cemetery. It evolved over time to commemorate all American military
personnel who died in any war and became a federal holiday in 1971. 

The symbol for Memorial Day is the red poppy. This originated from WWI battlefields, inspired by Lt. Col.
John McCrae’s poem In Flanders Fields and popularized by Moina Michael in 1918 to honor fallen soldiers.
The American Legion adopted it in 1920, with flowers often worn to signify the blood shed by service
members.

Different ways to observe and celebrate Memorial Day include:
   - Visiting cemeteries to place flags or flowers on graves       - Flying flags at half-staff until noon
   - Participating in the National Moment of Remembrance     - Taking part in parades and ceremonies 
      at 3 p.m. local time                                                                           - Wearing red poppies
   - Honoring lost military loved ones through family                 - Exhibiting patriotic displays
      gatherings, social events, or community service                  -  Tying yellow ribbons around trees            
   - Providing support for charitable military organizations     -  Traveling to historic military sites
   - Engaging in military tributes
                       
Memorial Day is important because it serves as a vital, national moment to honor the men and women
who died in military service, ensuring their ultimate sacrifice is never forgotten. To some, it may just seem
like the start of summer, but it brings people together for reflection, gratitude, and to support the families
of the fallen.  

3

by Gunnarr Tully

Memorial DayMemorial DayMemorial Day @TheLastFullMeasure*by Ariana Mehrazar

Your paragraph text

Before America became a nation, there were thirteen colonies and they were ruled over by
Britain. These colonies were Virginia, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Maryland, Connecticut, Rhode Island, Delaware, North Carolina, South
Carolina, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and Georgia. 

But before we talk about birth of the United States, we must know about a war - not the Revolutionary War, but the Seven Years War, which
was fought from 1756 to 1763, pitting Great Britain and Prussia against France and Austria. The good news was, Britain won! The bad news
was that in fighting that conflict, Britain lost almost all of the kingdom’s money and so decided to tax the America Colonies. Britain taxed the
colonists for sugar and many everyday Items. Even worse, was The Stamp Act of 1765, which required legal documents, magazines, playing
cards, newspapers, and other paper products to be printed on London-embossed paper that mandated a fee in British pounds. Also, The
Quartering Acts of 1765 and 1774, required colonists to house and feed British soldiers without compensation. 

Now imagine, if you were living under these laws, you’d be pretty mad right? Well, the colonists were upset. In fact, some of the taxes were
repelled because people protested. One famous protest was the Boston Tea Party in 1773. The Sons of Liberty dressed up as Indians and
raided ships full of tea. Another was The Boston Massacre in 1770, where colonists were shot after protesting against the British. 

*In Abraham Lincoln's 1863 Gettysburg Address, he honored
soldiers who had died in the Civil War by stating they had given
their "last full measure” of devotion to their country. The phrase

                    refers to the ultimate sacrifice of those who gave
        their lives, bravely committed to fighting

for America and her freedoms.

How did our great nation start?
What was the cause?
What happened?

Remember & Honor Those Who Gave All

continued on page 4
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                                   In 1775, the American Colonies went to war for Independence! 
                                   We weren’t a country yet; we were a bunch of tiny militias
fighting for one cause, FREEDOM! It wasn’t until 1776 when the continental army
was formed and led by George Washington. And on July 4, 1776, The Declaration of
Independence was signed. We hadn’t won the war [yet] but we were a country.
And a few years later, [with some help from the French, Spanish, Indians, and a
Prussian General.] America was victorious in the Revolutionary War against Great
Britain on September 3, 1783. 

A look at 1826: America’s 50  Birthdayth

February 4: James Fenimore Cooper’s The Last of the Mohicans was written and
published. 
February 5: Millard Fillmore (who would become the 13th President in 1853)
married Abigail Powers.
February 13: The American Temperance Society was founded to encourage
abstinence from alcoholic beverages.
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A hand-colored engraving by Paul Revere,
Jr., The Bloody Massacre Perpetrated on

King-Street, Boston on March 5  1770 by a
Party of ye 29  Regiment.

th

th

July 4: On America’s 50th Anniversary, 2  President John Adams died at age 90 and 3  President Thomas Jefferson passed away at 83. nd rd

September 3: The USS Vincennes left New York to circumnavigate the world, becoming the first U.S. Navy vessel to do so.
September 11: A man named William Morgan disappeared after threatening to expose the Freemasons, which caused people to be
suspicious of the Freemasons and eventually gave rise to the first third party in American politics, the Anti-Masonic Party.
October 7: One of the first railroads in U.S. history, The Granite Railway ran their first train.
December 21: In what is now Texas, settlers in Nacogdoches rebelled and created the Republic of Freedonia. 

A look at 1876: America’s 100  Birthdayth

March 7: Alexander Graham Bell invented the telephone, a major
milestone for not just the U.S., but the world.
April 22: The first official major professional U.S. baseball
league game, the National League, featured the Boston Red Caps
against the Philadelphia Athletics. [The National League would
later merge with the American League to become the MLB.]
May 10: The Centennial Exposition opened at Fairmount Park,
Philadelphia, as America’s first official world’s fair. After six
months, it would close on November 10.
June 25-26: The Battle of Little Bighorn started with Lt. Col.
George Custer and the 7th Cavalry facing off against Crazy Horse
and Sitting Bull, leaders of the Lakota Sioux and the Cheyanne in
Montana. Custer was going for a quick victory, so he divided his
force of 210 men and was surrounded by Indians, a loss for the
7th Cavalry - and the death of Custer. This battle is known as
Custer’s Last Stand.
August 1: Colorado was admitted to statehood as the 38th state
with the nickname "Centennial State.”
August 2: American folk hero and gunslinger James Butler “Wild
Bill” Hickok was murdered in Deadwood, South Dakota. He was
playing poker - holding two black aces and two eights, to this
day it is known as a “dead man’s hand.”
November 7: The disputed U.S. Presidential election took place
with Rutherford B. Hayes winning by just one electoral vote,
while he fell 252+ thousand short in the popular election. The
constitutional crisis almost ignited another civil war.
continued on page 5
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                     A look at 1926: America’s 150  Birthdayth

                                    February 7: Carter G. Woodson established what is now Black History Month.
March 16: Robert H. Goddard launched the first liquid fuel rocket in Auburn, Massachusetts.
April 16: The Book-of-the-Month Club went operational.
May 1: The Ford Motor Company implemented the 5-day/40-hour work week.
June 1: The Sesquicentennial International Exposition opened in Philadelphia with the theme,
America Welcomes the World. It ran until December 1.
July 1: The Benjamin Franklin Bridge opened connecting Philadelphia and New Jersey, with the
world's longest suspension bridge (at the time).
August 6: Gertrude Ederle, age 20, became the first American woman to swim across the English
Channel.
September 11 to 22: The Great Miami Hurricane wreaked devastation on the Miami and Gulf Coast
areas of Florida, as well as the Bahamas. The catastrophic storm left somewhere between 370
and 550 fatalities in its wake.
October 31: Famous escapist Harry Houdini died; his real name was Erik Weisz.
November 30: U.S. Navy Commander Richard E. Byrd and his pilot Floyd Bennett made the first
confirmed flight to the North Pole in a 1,545‑mile journey from Spitsbergen, Norway, that took 15
and a half hours. 

A look at 1976: America’s 200  Birthdayth

January 21: The Concorde supersonic airliner makes its first commercial flights, Air France
operating a flight from Paris to Rio de Janeiro, stopping in Dakar, with British Airways sending
their jet from London to Bahrain.
February 13: Dorthy Hamill wins Olympic Gold in figure skating (and incites a hairstyle
phenomenon known as the “wedge”).
April 1: Tech giant Apple is incorporated.
July 4: America’s 200  Anniversary was PACKED with special events all over the country...th

Operation Sail in New York City featured more than 200 watercraft, including 16 “tall ships,”
sailing up the Hudson River.
The Washington, D.C., Parade was a MASSIVE event with representations of American
History, 50 military bands, 90 marching units, and Johnny Cash as the Grand Marshall.
The Valley Forge Parade took one year to roll 300 wagons and 5,000 horseback riders
coast-to-coast to converge on Valley Forge, Pennsylvania.
The 25 car Freedom Train traveled across the country promoting America’s 200th
anniversary, showcasing cars like the Oldsmobile Runabout, George Washington’s Fire
engine, the Lunar Buggy, the Freedom Bell and even a map of the United States. It also
featured holographic projections of U.S. Presidents in the display cars.

July 6-11: Queen Elizabeth II visits America.
July 20: Baseball great Hank Aaron makes his 755th and final career home run. 
September 17: NASA unveils Space Shuttle Enterprise, named after the space fairing vessel in the
TV show, Star Trek. Series characters including Leonard Nimoy [Mr. Spock], DeForest Kelly [Dr.
Leonard “Bones” McCoy], and creator Gene Roddenberry were in attendance.

continued from page 4

Above and left:
Scenes from the
Washington, D.C.,
200  Birthdayth

parade in 1976.

continued on page 6
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                                   October 4: Barbara Walters made broadcasting history, becoming the first woman to co-anchor a national evening news
                                   program on prime-time television. She was teamed with Harry Reasoner on ABC’s Evening News.
November 2: President Jimmy Carter beats incumbent President Gerald Ford,
 the first time a person from the deep south was President since the Civil War.
November 26: A new tech startup, Microsoft, is registered in New Mexico.

A look at 2026: America’s 250  Birthdayth

February 20: The U.S. Olympic Women’s Hockey Team took gold.
February 22: The U.S. Olympic Men's Hockey Team took gold. 
April 1: Artemis II, NASA’s crewed lunar spaceflight mission launches.
April 3: A U.S. military pilot and Weapons Service Officer in an F-15E are shot 
down over Iran. The pilot is rescued immediately, and on April 5, the injured 
Weapons Service Officer is found in an Iranian cave and rescued in a heroic precision extraction.

Coming Up:
June 25-July 10: The Great American State Fair, a national exposition spanning from the U.S. Capitol to the Washington Monument, will
celebrate and showcase all 50 U.S. states and six territories in a single world’s fair-scale event. Details at
https://washington.org/event/great-american-state-fair and https://freedom250.org/celebration.
 

Many other important American events occurred on July 4 in non-anniversary years, including:
1863: The Battle of Vicksburg was a major turning point in the Civil War where the Union Army divided the South. Vicksburg fell on July 4.
1884: In a ceremony held in Paris on July 4, the completed Statue of Liberty is formally presented to the U.S. ambassador as a
commemoration of the friendship between France and the United States.
1898: During the Spanish-American War, the Battle of San Juan Hill, which began on July 1, was the bloodiest U.S. land engagement of the
Spanish-American War, with heavy casualties on both sides. By July 3, the U.S. Navy destroyed the Spanish fleet at Santiago, and on July
17, the Spanish surrendered Santiago, effectively ending major fighting in Cuba. Sometime around July 4, Theodore “Teddy” Roosevelt
(who would become U.S. President in 1901) and his Rough Riders charged up San Juan Hill. 
 

America’s History is fascinating!

6

continued from page 5

Utah’s Pioneer Day is
celebrated annually on
July 24. The event marks
the day when the first
group of Mormon
pioneers entered Utah’s
Salt Lake Valley in 1847,
marking the end of their
arduous journey
westward from Illinois. 

Utah celebrates this event
similarly to July 4, with
parades, fireworks,
rodeos, and “chuckwagon”
meals, cooked like the
pioneers did. 

Pioneer Day is a significant holiday recognized in the state of Utah, United States of America. This holiday is always celebrated annually on July 24th. The event marks the day when Brigham Young and the first group of Latter-day Saint pioneers entered the Salt Lake Valley in 1847, marking the end of their arduous journey westward from Illinois. It symbolizes the physical and metaphorical journey the pioneers took to find religious freedom and establish their
communities.

For those celebrating Pioneer Day, it is a day filled with festivities and takes on a feel similar to the Fourth of July. Parades, fireworks, rodeos, and other festivities are common sights during this time. Another traditional event is the chuckwagon breakfast, consisting of foods cooked in ways similar to how the pioneers would have prepared their meals. It provides a sense of connection to the past and honors the hardships the early settlers faced.

A Second
“July 4th”?

by Floyd Turner



Once summer break begins you will have plenty of time for fun
activities. Sometimes it can be difficult to find activities that are
actually entertaining. 
Here are a few ideas for things you can do:

Go to an amusement park or carnival
Play a sport
Read
Host a picnic
Build a homemade slip 'n slide
Have a water balloon fight
Visit a local splash pad or pool
Go camping
Tell stories 
Roast s'mores over a fire pit
Grow a garden
Go hiking at a state park
Catch lightning bugs
Go fishing
Create some art
DIY crafts
Make homemade popsicles
Bake cookies
Create a time capsule
Swim in the pool

 
Finding fun things to do can be 
difficult sometimes, but with this 
list to get you started, you should 
find that there are plenty of other 
things you can do to keep busy 
during the hot summer days.
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National Donut Day was created in 1938
to honor the Salvation Army women who 
provided comfort by serving donuts to
American soldiers during World War I. It’s
on the first Friday of June every year and
this year, 2026, it’s on June 5 - which is
the birthday of yours truly, at least this 
year.

Speaking of donuts, the 5th-6th grade
recently went on a field trip to BB’s
Donuts (in Western Springs) and we loved
it! I don’t know if you can get free donuts
there on Donut Day, but it was an
awesome experience!
 
Some places that you definitely can get
free donuts on National Donut Day are: 
Krispy Kreme: Free donut of choice, no
purchase necessary (in-store only).
Duck Donuts: Free cinnamon sugar
donut, no purchase necessary.
Dunkin': Free classic donut with the
purchase of any beverage.
Casey's: Free donut for Casey's Rewards
members.
LaMar's Donuts: Free glazed donut.
Paris Baguette: Free sugar mochi or
small twist donut for Rewards members
with any purchase.
Shipley Do-Nuts: Free glazed donut with
any purchase.
Tim Horton’s: Free donut with a
beverage purchase for app/website
members (valid through June 8).
7-Eleven: 50-cent classic glazed donut
for Rewards members.

Some of our students and a few teachers
recorded their favorite donut flavors 
for us, so here they are (at left).

by Ava Harrison and Alice Hensley

Fun Things to do This SummerFun Things to do This Summer  Fun Things to do This Summer 

National Donut Day
by Heidi Johnson

Mrs. Solyom: 
Glazed, warmed up
Jacob:
Chocolate with Chocolate 
Sprinkles
Damian: 
Boston Cream Long John
Arian: 
Apple Strudel 
Keira: 
Apple Strudel or Cinnamon
Ava: 
Cruller or Glazed
Bobby: 
Chocolate Frosted with Sprinkles
Alice: 
Strawberry Frosted with Sprinkles
Heidi: 
Plain topped with Cream Cheese
Frosting
Josh:
Chocolate Glazed

by Addison MannMake Mine DeliciousMake Mine DeliciousMake Mine Delicious
Ariana: 
Cinnamon Strawberry Glazed
Addison (8th grade): 
Rainbow Sprinkle 
Aubriella: 
Strawberry Frosted
Abby: 
Blueberry Glazed
Juliana: 
Vanilla Long John 
Gunnarr: 
Cookies & Cream with 
Chocolate Sprinkles
Floyd: 
Cinnamon
Mrs. Curelo: 
Boston Cream 
Addison (5th grade): 
Lemon Pudding Filling 
Mr. Baerenklau: 
Bavarian Cream
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People enjoy a lot of fun activities during the summer,
from riding their bike to riding roller coasters. Hmm,
reminds me of someone, *cough* my dad *cough.* 

This year’s 5th through 8th grade students have some
fun plans for this summer. We’ll be leaving behind
school, otherwise known as the hardest job on the
planet, to have some REAL fun. Not that school can’t
be fun - it can. Before we learn what some Trinity
students plan to engage in this summer, let's consider
some good summer break options. There is bike riding,
walking, TV watching, video game playing, taking a trip
to another state, seeing family, roller coaster riding,
sports game playing, watching sports game playing,
and board game or card game playing as well.
These are only a few amazing things to do over the
summer.

Let’s see what some of the 5th through 8th graders
will be doing during their summer:
Alice – Taking walks, riding my bike, and swimming
Addison (5th) – Traveling 
Heidi – Lock-in, Squishy hunting, playing Roblox, have
tons of fun, swim, and have a birthday sleepover!
Gunnarr – Going to Washington DC for the Great
American State Fair on the National Mall, going
fishing, maybe going urban exploring, visiting
Montana, and watching television
Jacob – Going to my aunt’s house
Floyd – Grind Fortnite and Call of Duty
Bobby – Going to Six Flags Great America, Illinois. and
Cedar Point, Ohio, and binge watching Marvel
Cinematic Universe movies
Juliana – Playing Roblox and visiting Arizona
Keira – Going on vacation to Zion National Park
Arian – Taking my dog out for walks - and sleeping
Abby – Grinding gymnastics, hanging with friends,
attending four camps, and taking a two-week
vacation to Nebraska, Mount Rushmore, and Yosemite
National Park
Josh – Playing Roblox, sleeping, and scrolling
Ariana – Participating in dance, archery, and piano,
plus reading, drawing, partying, playing volleyball,
attending a bunch of camps, and doing a lot of other
things 
Ava – Playing Roblox, reading, and ice skating
Damian – Watching One Piece, sleeping, and eating
 
It looks like these students are going to have an
amazing summer. You could even take a page out of
their summer playbook and try some of their planned
activities. I hope you all have an amazing summer, and I
look forward to seeing you when school resumes in
the fall!

Flamingos are birds, but they do 
not fly. The scientific name for 
the American, or Caribbean, 
flamingo is 
Phoenicopterus Ruber. The 
flamingo's diet is that of an 
omnivore, as they eat both 
plants and meat. A group 
of flamingos is commonly
called a colony, but can also 
be referred to as a flamboyance. 
These birds are 36 to
50 inches tall and have a wingspan that is 60 inches
long. They are bright pink because their diet is rich
in carotenoid pigments, specifically beta-carotene,
found in algae, brine shrimp, and other small
crustaceans. 

by Bobby Hawn by Juliana Rivera
5th Through 8th Grade Summer Plans All about flamingosAll about flamingosAll about flamingos



The class trip started well. We hit the road around 8:20 a.m., the drive taking about five
hours. Ariana, Ava, Joshua, and Joshua’s father stopped at a gas station, and Ariana and
Ava bought two Squishy pickles. Ava’s is named Mickle, and Ariana’s is named Tangy. We
arrived at about 2:40 p.m., at Churchill Downs in Louisville, Kentucky, where we were
greeted by a giant bronze horse. After exploring the gift shop for a bit, we went on a tour
and checked out the famous racetrack - home of the Kentucky Derby. Fun fact - the 17
horse in the starting gate has never won the Kentucky Derby. We saw a video about the
history of the Kentucky Derby on a 360-degree screen-in-the-round.

th

After settling down for a bit at our hotel, we went to Golden Corral, where Damian
proceeded to eat four steaks - along with multiple sides. We enjoyed vanilla-chocolate ice
cream with hot fudge, caramel, and peanut pieces. 

Following dinner, Ariana, Addison, Aubrey, Damian, Josh, Arian, and Josh’s father made a
Target run. This is where an iconic video was made—-Addison, Aubrey, Damian, Josh, and
Arian did the “Babyboo x Mine” dance in the snacks and crackers aisle, while Ariana
recorded the performance. After finding Josh’s dad, Josh proceeded to live his dream—he
did the worm right out in the open at Target. One man had to walk around Joshua while he
was flopping on the floor. 

Then we proceeded to our hotel, The Raddison. After everyone settled down for a bit, we
all proceeded to the swimming pool, where we told “Spooky Scary Stories.”

On day two, Ariana and Addison began their morning, not just enjoying oranges and fruit
snacks, but with Ava attempting to do the worm in Addison’s bed. We then exited a door by 
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Louisville,
Kentucky—-Our
Class
Journey by Ariana Mehrazar, 
Addison Meredith, Arian Gomez, Damian Gomez, Joshua Camiola, Ava Harrison, and Aubrey Miranda
                                                                                                                                                        

the pool—leading us outside. We had planned to play with the geese—but, safe to say, they did not want to play
with us. They thought we would take their children. As we had been thinking about doing so, the geese mamas
were correct. Next up, we enjoyed Starbucks (delectable), where Ava, Josh, Aubrey, and Addison also did the
“Babyboo x Mine” dance in public, again, while Ariana recorded.

(Believe it or not, more than one of our travellers plotted a way to skip the visit to the Louisville Slugger Factory
and to instead climb about on a broken hot air balloon that we passed.)

We then set off towards downtown Louisville to the legendary Louisville Slugger Factory. The first thing we saw
was a very large baseball bat. We went inside the factory and embarked on a tour. Sadly, we got banned for life
because Addison stepped over the yellow line. She now must serve 20 to life in prison for her heinous crimes.
(This did not actually happen, Addison just wanted to add that.)

We learned where the wood for the bats originates from—Northern Pennsylvania and Western New York,
specifically within Warren County. We got to hold some of these expert quality baseball bats. We explored the
venue, where we stumbled onto a large baseball glove sculpture.

Then we headed for Mammoth Cave, where some explored the gift shop while waiting for the others to arrive.
There were interesting rocks, magnets, and even a necklace that had a book—with foldable pages!
We walked through a forest, and there it was—-Mammoth Cave! It was very interesting—what you would
expect, rocks and such, but it is about 54 degrees year-round. People used to write their names on the rocks, until
a law was passed in the 1900s declaring this illegal. 

In the cave, there was a place where the tour guides turned off all of the artificial lights and we were immersed
in total and complete darkness. We had to pass through a part of the cave called “Fat Man’s Misery.” It was super
narrow and we had to duck our heads. Joshua was scared for his father’s life, so he kept yelling, “DAD!!”

continued on page 10
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When we came across a bottomless pit, we had to walk over it on a gated bridge.
Looking down, all you could see was darkness. Joshua proceeded to spit in it to make
sure it was really bottomless. I guess it really was, because we didn’t hear anything…
Afterwards, we all took a little trip to the bathroom in the cave, where we noticed the
ceiling was also covered in rocks. We then had to walk up a lot of stairs to get back to the
top. Undeniably, we walked more than two miles. On our way leaving the cave, we saw a
small baby bat on the ceiling. Ariana and Ava proceeded to buy plushies at the gift shop,
Ariana bought a bat and named him Vesper, and Ava bought a cave cricket and named
him Hank. We also bought Starbucks, again, at the gift shop.
We took a small trip to… Buc-ee’s! We explored for a bit, and purchased some wacky
gifts and road snacks. Afterwards, at the hotel, we went to the pool again. We had pizza,
fruit snacks, drinks, and more. Ariana and Ava found out that a door others suspected
was a closet was actually a door connecting their room with Joshua—a fact by which he
did not seem surprised at all. Some in our group proceeded to do the “Babyboo x Mine”
dance for a THIRD time out in public, while Ariana recorded it.
On the last day, we got more, well… guess what?… Starbucks! We then arrived at the 
Ark Encounter. Unfortunately, we couldn’t go ziplining, but there WAS a swing-zipline at
the playground that was pretty fun. We explored the Ark and learned more about
Noah’s story, watching two short movies about it, each about 30 minutes long. The
exhibit showed us how two animals would have been housed in each cage, and if you
went close enough to the cage, you would hear sounds like those animals would have
made. We explored the gift shop for a bit, and got delicious ice cream as well.
We then went to the Ararat Ridge Zoo, where we saw lemurs, porcupines, llamas, and
much more. We played at the playground a bit more, then decided it was time to head
back home.
 …Juuussst one more thing was in store. A surprise for Pastor Wagner. He was in the
restroom, and we were waiting in the parking lot. Can you guess what the surprise was? 
…It was a big Bu-cee Beaver plush! 
After that, we parted our separate ways. Well, sort of. Before we did, we arrived at a
Mexican restaurant, where Ariana, Ava, Josh, Josh’s father, and Damian, Arian, and their
mother met together. We had dinner, and finally, we started the drive. During the drive,
we stopped at a Starbucks (only Josh bought a snack), and we then went to a gas station
for more snacks. Ava bought some Dippin’ Dots, and Josh purchased some sort of toy.
We all arrived home safely. Even though the trip was only three days, we learned so
much. The whole adventure gave us all so many memories, and new experiences that
none of us will ever forget. Thank you to our teachers, all the parents who drove us—for
keeping us safe and happy!

Kentucky continued from page 9

Scenes
from our

class trip
through

Kentucky.



In April, my class went to Louisville, Kentucky, for our class trip. It
all started when we left school at 7:30 a.m. and headed to our first
stop. That was the legendary Churchill Downs, home to the
Kentucky Derby. A tour guide took us down to the bleachers by the
horse racing track. We learned how thousands of people go to see
the Derby every year, how the # 17 horse has never won a Kentucky
Derby, and how every horse racing in the “Run for the Roses” is
three years old. After the tour, we visited the onsite museum to
watch a video about Churchill Downs, play games, and explore
exhibits. It was a great time. We had dinner and went back to the
hotel to swim. 

The next day we woke up bright and early to get to the Louisville
Slugger Factory and Museum. Outside of the museum there was a
giant baseball bat, taller than the building itself. We took a tour to
learn how wooden bats are made and some of us got to try out the
batting cages. 

From there we drove an hour and a half to get to Mammoth Cave.
As we walked in, we could feel the drop in temperature. We walked
through this really huge, amazing cave with so many different
passageways. Although we all went the same direction, led by a
tour guide. I'm sure everyone in my class agrees that our favorite
part was “the fat man's misery.” It was a very skinny passage where
it was difficult to walk, and if you are tall like me you might end up
hitting your head. Yes, it hurt, but that's the whole point of the fun. 

After Mammoth Cave we went to Buc-ee’s. Buc-ee’s is one of the
largest gas stations in the world. We got a ton of snacks and
goodies. As one of our little gifts for Pastor we got him a stuffed
Buc-ee that he loves so much. We went back to the hotel and swam
once again. 

11

Trinity's track season is coming to an end, but of course the team couldn't
end without giving it their all. During the recent Concordia meet, Abby Pilny
qualified for State in high jump, Kiera Hager qualified in the one mile, and the
relay team (Kiera Hager, Addison Meredith, Heidi Johnson, and Abby Pilny)
also made it to the State meet. The Lutheran Sports Association of Illinois
State Track Meet will be held at Concordia University Chicago on May 16 and
17. These girls and their teammates worked very hard to make it to State.
Good luck, girls, and GO CHARGERS! 

by Abby Pilny
Our Class Trip - and What I Did After That!Our Class Trip - and What I Did After That!   Our Class Trip - and What I Did After That!

The next morning was a great morning. We were going to see the Ark 
Encounter. The ark is a life-sized replica of the one that God 
commanded Noah to build. Inside there were many different exhibits that taught us more and more
about what it would have been like to be Noah and his family. It shared true Biblical facts about God
and the ark. After the Ark Encounter, we went to the playground. It was great. From there everyone
started heading home.

I, on the other hand, was staying in Louisville. I lucked out and had a gymnastics meet that Sunday in
Kentucky. Before that, on Friday, my family and I went to a dinner and musical. It was a very yummy
meal, and the performers were so talented too. Saturday, I headed up to my grandma's house - an
hour away in Indiana. Because we had an extra day it was the perfect opportunity for a visit. After
dinner, I got ready for my competition the next morning - Regionals! I was very nervous, but I got
through. I scored in the low 9s (10 is perfect)! And I earned my very first Regionals medal, placing 5th
on vault with a 9.075! I was very happy with the way the whole trip worked out, and I can't wait for
next year's class trip. 

Trinity Chargers Head to the State Track Meet
by Addison Meredith 



12

Trinity’s 6  through 8  grade students
participated in the Lutherans For Life Illinois

essay contest. Each wrote a life-affirming essay
based on the theme “That They May Have Life”
using John 10:10, “The thief comes only to steal
and kill and destroy. I came that they may have

life and have it abundantly.”

th th

Ava Harrison, 8th grade
 

Abortion
 
In John 10:10, the Bible says “The
thief comes only to steal and kill
and destroy. I came that they may
have life and have it abundantly.”
One way that the thief comes to
steal and kill and destroy is through
abortion. 
 
God had the plans for our lives
since before we were born. He
made each and every one of us
wonderful and special because He
loves us and cares for us. When
someone aborts a child, they break
the wonderful plan God had for
that unborn child. They let that
thief kill and destroy.
 
Abortion goes against God and
against the plans that He has for
us. He loves and cherishes us so
much that He sent His only Son to
die on the cross to save every
person - including those unborn
babies that get tragically aborted.
God’s desire for each of them was
that they might have life.
 
God had a plan for those children,
a plan for abundant life. He wants
us to live by that plan and share
the Gospel. Abortion goes against
God's plans and tries to steal what
the Gospel teaches us to be true.
 
Works Cited

“Abortion and the Church.”
Lutherans For Life, 6 Sept. 2022,
lutheransforlife.org/life-
issues/abortion-and-the church/. 
The ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible,
English Standard Version®), ©
2001 by Crossway, a publishing
ministry of Good News Publishers.
ESV Text Edition: 2025.

Addison Meredith, 8th grade
 

Heaven Can Wait
 
Heaven sounds great. In fact, it sounds perfect, but we must wait for our
time, and that’s in God’s hands. 
 
In 2023 over 49,000 people ended their own lives. That is one suicide death
every 11 minutes. Over 49,000 people thought there wasn’t another way out;
but to us, they are just another number, another statistic. We don’t see them
as God does. To God these people are precious, and His own children.
 
Not only did 49,000 people end their own lives, but there were an
estimated 1.5 million suicide attempts in 2023. Another 12.8 million people
seriously thought about ending their lives, and 3.7 million individually
actually made a plan for ending their lives; but yet again, we are looking
at these humans as numbers. God however loves them more than we
could ever imagine. Not love tarnished with sin, but pure love. 
 
Although God loves us, He does not want a horrible ending to our lives -
such as suicide - to take us away from our life that He gave us. God does
not want His children to be lied to by the devil. The devil deceives us by
saying it’s the only way out. He wants to steal us from our family and
friends too soon, and this will in fact destroy them. In John 10:10, Jesus
says, “The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they
may have life and have it abundantly.” 
 
God wants us to live abundant lives, He was the one who gave us our lives
in the first place. As Christians, we should be there for our neighbor if he
or she is struggling. Some people are better at hiding it than others, so
therefore we need to check up on those around us and be kind to
everyone. God tells us to love our neighbor – that they might have life.
Sometimes we can simply help other people by showing godly love toward
them so that they feel less alone. You never know what temptations and
lies, that thief, the devil is throwing at them. 
 
God wants us to live the abundant lives that He has planned for us.
Heaven can wait.
 
Works Cited

“Suicide Data and Statistics.” Centers for Disease Control and Prevention,
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention,
www.cdc.gov/suicide/facts/data.html. Accessed 21 Jan. 2026.
“Suicide Statistics.” American Foundation for Suicide Prevention,

        23 May 2025, afsp.org/suicide-statistics/ Accessed 21 Jan. 2026.
The ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), © 2001 by
Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. ESV Text Edition:
2025.
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Ariana Mehrazar, 8th grade
 A Future for Living

                   
The foundation of a life affirming bioethic is found in the promise of John 10:10, “The thief comes only to steal and
kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.” This means ethical frameworks must
protect the quality, dignity, and spiritual wholeness of every patient, in the context of modern medicine.

Life-affirming bioethics begin by recognizing inherent dignity. A person’s value isn't a “score” based on health or
intelligence; it’s intrinsic. We must protect life at its most vulnerable—whether discussing the developing embryo
or a newborn. Our worth comes from God’s grace, not our health or usefulness.

As gene-editing tools such as CRISPR evolve, we must distinguish between healing and design. CRISPR is a
bacterial defense system, adapted from a natural bacterial immune system, and is used for precise gene editing,
disease treatment, and research and diagnostics. Using technology to heal, such as CRISPR for disease, is an act
of love for the neighbor. Nevertheless, trying to “design” humans is seen as “playing God” and rejecting our status
as creatures, thinking that we are above God. We protect the vulnerable as neighbors made in God’s image, as
we choose to heal and accompany them rather than “design” or terminate them.

A culture that affirms life is one that stays present during suffering. True compassion means upholding that no
person is a burden, ensuring they “have life” until their natural end. We do not “terminate,” because we trust that
Christ is present in the suffering (which He is), and our vocation is to care for our neighbor until God calls him home.

Bioethics requires justice. They must be accessible to all—for breakthroughs to be truly life-affirming. A person’s
right to health and life should be determined by
their humanity—not their socioeconomic status. The 
10/90 Gap signifies that only 10% of global health 
research targets 90% of disease. We are called to 
serve our neighbors, which means the bioethics should 
ensure that the poor have the same access to health-
care as the rich. We stand with the dying. 

To sum up, bioethics must be a “culture of care.” We 
transform science from a cold set of rules into a 
celebration of human existence—by prioritizing 
the person over the process. To guarantee that they 
may have life, we must protect, heal, and value every 
individual as a unique and irreplaceable gift. 

Works Cited
American Psychological Association, American 

        Psychological Association,  www.apa.org/topics/
        socioeconomic-status/. Accessed 21 Jan. 2026. 

“Evangelium Vitae (25 March 1995).” Vatican, 
         www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/encyclicals/
        documents/hf_jp-ii_enc_25031995_evangelium-vitae.html. 
        Accessed 21 Jan. 2026. 

Johns Hopkins Berman Institute of Bioethics, 
        bioethics.jhu.edu/. Accessed 21 Jan. 2026. 

The ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard 
        Version®), © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of    
        Good News Publishers. ESV Text Edition: 2025.

What Is CRISPR? A Bioengineer Explains | Stanford 
        Report, news.stanford.edu/stories/2024/06/stanford-
        explainer-crispr-gene-editing-and-beyond. Accessed 21
        Jan. 2026. 13
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Aubrey Miranda, 8th grade
Suicide is Not the Answer

Suicide is against God's will. Jesus warned us about the devil’s tricks in John 10:10, “The thief comes only to steal and kill
and destroy.” And our Savior promises us that He is there for us when He says, “I came that they may have life and have it
abundantly.”

God gave us the gift of life. If you deliberately choose to end your life, you reject the gift of the Lord. 

If you ever feel like giving up, just know that after the storm comes the rainbow of God’s promise. Jesus is light and that thief,
the devil, is dark. I know that no one chooses to be in the dark, but if you are, you don’t have to stay. There is always another
way with Jesus our Lord and Savior. Don’t give up. There is a reason why God has put you into the world. Your time will come,
and the Lord will shine on you. He is just waiting for the perfect time to let you shine; everything happens for a reason. 

If you ever feel like ending your life, make a list of people who will miss you when you're gone. Those people are the reasons
why you should not give up on the life Jesus has promised. In Jeremiah 29:11, God says, “For I know the plans I have for you…
plans to give you hope and a future.” Don’t let those you love to suffer through the pain of losing you. Don’t let them think
that they failed you or that it was their fault. God’s desire is that they, and you, might have abundant life in Him.

God never wants for anything bad to happen to you, but He allows it because without hard times we will never grow
stronger. God wants us to trust in Him, so when the worst times come, we are prepared. 

Lutherans For Life states, “Suicide is never the answer. Jesus is. He is the Lord of Life who gives new life through the
Gospel. The Lord who so loved each of us that He died on the cross and then rose from the grave to take away our sin and
our guilt and bring healing and renewal in their place.”

Works Cited
Lutherans For Life Michigan. “Suicide Is Never the Answer.” Lutherans for life, Lutherans For Life Michigan, 29 July 2024,
https://lutheransforlife.org/article/suicide-is-never-the-answer/. Accessed 21 January 2025.
The ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News
Publishers. ESV Text Edition: 2025.

Arian Gomez, 7th grade

Abortion: Never the Answer
 
Abortion is never the answer. There have been 60,754,254 abortions in America since Roe v. Wade was originally
decided in 1973. 
 
In Psalm 139:13-14, the Bible says, “For You formed my inner parts you knitted me together in my mother’s womb. I
praise You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful are your works.” To me it’s clear meaning is that God
created each child, wonderfully and miraculously. We should not be killing preborn children, using Mifepristone, surgery,
or any other method to remove that child from its mother’s womb. God made that child because He had a plan for it,
and for people to kill that child that God made is inhumane. 
 
Jesus’ words in John 10:10, “The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life
and have it abundantly,” make it certain that it is the devil who comes to steal that child of God through
abortion. But God came to forgive and care for that child, that they might have life and live abundantly as a
child of God, saved from sin, death, and from the devil.
 
“If the sin of abortion is never mentioned, then the Gospel—that Gospel pastors have been called to proclaim—is never
applied to that sin nor to those caught up in the pain and guilt of abortion. Instead, Satan whispers through the silence, ‘This
sin is so awful, even Jesus can’t forgive you,’” said Rev. Dr. James I. Lamb, former executive director of Lutherans For Life. 
 
Abortion is an awful and sinful act, and way too many people accept it. I believe that it is very, very, wrong and people should
never think that it is okay, because you're killing one of God's created children, allowing the thief to steal God’s promise of
abundant life. Whatever man’s law says, in God’s eyes, abortion is murder in the first degree and should not be permitted.
Works Cited

“Abortion and the Church.” Lutherans For Life, 6 Sept. 2022, lutheransforlife.org/life-issues/abortion-and-the
church/. 
The ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good
News Publishers. ESV Text Edition: 2025. 
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Abby Pilny, 7th grade
 

God Knows Best and He Has a Plan for Us
Suicide is the action of attempting to hurt yourself,
with a goal of killing yourself. While we may know
very few people who attempt it, there are those who
do. To kill yourself would be murdering yourself. Do
not murder is one of the Ten Commandments that God
gave us. Someone told me, if you break one
commandment, you break them all. God wouldn’t have
created us, if we didn’t have a reason to be here.
 
In the Bible, God told us that our life is not ours to end,
even if we want it to end. In Psalm 139:16, King David
wrote that all our days were written in God’s book
before we were even born. It’s not for us to decide
when it is time for us to go to heaven. 

The Bible is full of situations where God knows better.
Let's look at the account of the Tower of Babel (Genesis
11). If you don’t know this story, it is about how people
were trying to make a huge tower to get up to Jesus in
heaven. They wanted it their way. But Jesus knows
best, and we should be listening to Him. God frazzled
their languages so that they could not continue. Some
people do not follow that, and do not believe that what
Jesus says is always right. That is a huge part of our
Christian faith that we need to hold onto. 

Like those ancient tower-builders, it is not our choice
how or when we go to heaven. When someone wants
to commit suicide, even to try to get to heaven on their
own terms, it is the devil. Jesus talked about him in
John 10:10, when He said, “The thief comes only to
steal and kill and destroy.” That is not a good thing.
Jesus died to save us from our sins so that we can go to
heaven. But only on His command. That is why He also
said, “I came that they may have life and have it
abundantly.”

Pastor Paul Clark wrote, “I am not God. Nor are you…
We may not comprehend any real reason why our life
should continue. But we are not God.” God has a plan
for each of us. That plan does not include suicide.
Suicide is never the answer. Jesus is. Don’t disregarded
God’s gift – that we, and they, might have life -
abundant life. 

Works Cited
Lutherans For Life Michigan. “Suicide Is Never the
Answer.” Lutherans for life, Lutherans For Life
Michigan, 29 July 2024,
https://lutheransforlife.org/article/suicide-is-never-the-
answer/. Accessed 21 January 2025.
The ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard
Version®), © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of
Good News Publishers. ESV Text Edition: 2025.
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Keira Hager, 6th grade
 

You are Wonderfully Made
 
Jesus came to save us. He came to relieve us from our
sin… but He never said being a Christian would be easy. In
fact, He said there would be trouble for us, but He also
told us to take heart. However, this world is so broken by
sin, it would seem there’s no way out, and that’s when
Jesus comes into our lives.
 
The enemy comes to steal, kill, and destroy, making
people feel unworthy and hateful. That enemy is, “The
thief,” who, “comes only to steal and kill and destroy”
(John 10:10). But is that what God wants? No! God wants
us to feel loved and cherished. 
 
Sometimes satan causes us so much heartbreak that it
seems like God is a million miles away. One of the ways
he does that is by abuse. When someone's been abused,
they often shut down, having a hard time with spiritual
growth and interaction with others. They are often
ashamed of themselves. This could lead to thoughts of
worthlessness, sadness, and even suicide.
 
However, Jesus said, “I came that they may have life and
have it abundantly” (John 10:10), and He still comes
whenever we call on Him. Even though someone may
have had a rough life, surrounded by abusive people, they
can still come to Jesus. No matter how many sins we
have committed, Jesus still sees us as worthy and
perfect. He longs that all who are hurting may be with
Him, that they may have life. Every person, each soul, is
more precious to Him than the biggest gemstone in the
world. 
 
When we come to Jesus, the world may still be broken,
but we will feel the power and peace in His love. For
Christ died on the cross so that every person may have
life and be joyful. No matter your past, whether you were
abused, committed impurity, have thoughts of killing
yourself or a baby in the womb, or any other hurtful
thing, remember God loves every one of His creations,
and He loves you. 
 
The Lutherans For Life mission is to, “Equip Lutherans
and their neighbors to be Gospel-motivated voices For
Life.” By being that voice, you spread the loving message
that they may have life, because no matter what sin
someone has done, Jesus loves every person. For every
person, there is a way to be free; and that way is Jesus. 

Works Cited 
“For Those Who Have Been Abused.” Lutherans For
Life, Concordia Publishing House, March 25, 2013,
https://lutheransforlife.org/article/for-those-who-
have-been-abused/. Accessed February 21, 2026.
The ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard
Version®), © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing
ministry of Good News Publishers. ESV Text Edition:
2025.
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Joshua Camiola, 7th grade
 

Living the Gospel of Life:
A Lutheran Witness

 
A key truth behind Lutherans For Life is that all
human life is important because it is made by
God. It is the gift of God, and it should be
appreciated from the very beginning until the
end of natural life. This is because the Bible says
that God knows us even before we are born. 
 
As Lutherans, we know that God loves all
people, no matter how old they are, whether
they are disabled or not, or whatever their life
situation is. This means that babies in the
womb, people with physical or mental
impairment, the elderly, and sick people are all
important. 
 
In John 10:10, Jesus warns us that, “The thief
comes only to steal and kill and destroy,” and
He also promises us, “I have come that they
may have life, and have it abundantly.” That
promise is because the Lord is good and wants
us to live in heaven with Him. 
 
The world sometimes sees people according to
what they can do for the world. That is the
work of that deceiver, the thief, who tries to
steal God’s truth from us. However, God sees
all people as important because He is the one
who made them. He made them to be He
children and His will is that they may have life.
 
Lutherans For Life promotes God’s desire for
us, that we should show people love and
kindness, not judgment. We sometimes make
mistakes, and sometimes difficult choices have
to be made. However, because of Jesus, we
know that forgiveness is always available. We
should not judge people; instead, we should help
them. 
 
Lutherans For Life reminds us that living the
Gospel of Life is a witness to the truth - and
that all human life is important because all
human life is made by God. This is the reason
that Lutherans For Life is working hard to let
people know about the love of God and the
value of each human life from the very
beginning through natural death.
 
Works Cited

“About.” Lutherans For Life, 13 Feb. 2024,
lutheransforlife.org/about/.  
The ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard
Version®), © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing
ministry of Good News Publishers. ESV Text
Edition: 2025.

Bobby Hawn, 6th grade
 

Suicide is Never the Answer
 
Never commit suicide. Jesus says in John 10:10, “The thief
comes only to steal and kill and destroy, I came that they
may have life and have it abundantly.” Some people have
things that they are good at, but then at some points, their
good uses just get thrown out. They feel useless. And when
they feel useless, they just want to die. NO. No, no, no, no.
Bad. Do not do this.
 
Even when you feel this, just remember that God is there, He
is with you. With God there is always a purpose for you. With
God there is redemption. With God there is always hope.
 
There are social and political forces that have promoted the
fact that you should just end it when things get hard. They
say that on your own terms you can decide when life is just
too hard, and you should choose when your life is not worth
living. That is nothing but a giant lie. That is a lie planted by
the thief who comes only to kill and destroy. 
 
Life is always going to be worth winning. Jesus told us that
He came that we might have life and have it abundantly. No
matter how many challenges, how much grief, depression, or
pain you go through, God will always be there for you. 
 
People must stop all promotions for suicide as a solution to
your problems. Just because you are going through a rough
time doesn’t mean that it is hopeless. 
 
To help those having these problems, we should proclaim
Jesus, to them - tell them about the Lord who died on the
cross to save us from our sins so that we can live. We should
share the Word of Life with them that they may have life.
And we do it so that they may be able to wield the Sword of
the Spirit, that they may see that the world may have some
rough spots but is still a place in which they can live and
love. That is the meaning of the world. 
 
Remember that you are not hopeless, even if the devil tries
to entice you to end it all. Even in your darkest hour, you
have a purpose, and you are important.
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Juliana Rivera, 6th grade
 

Adopted into God's Family
God says in Jeremiah 1:5, “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were born, I set you apart…” 
Even though God has formed each one of us through His Word, many women have different feelings about giving
birth. Some women are joyous; others are nervous or scared.
When a woman, especially a young single pregnant woman, is scared to have a baby, she may not know what to do
or where to go. If she is unwilling or unable to parent a child, some people might try to steer her to abortion. A life
affirming, God pleasing, alternative to abortion is adoption. It provides a baby whose mother is not ready to raise a
child, a second chance.
 
According to Psychology Today, adoption is a legal process of creating a permanent parent-child relationship. In the
United States there are more than one hundred thirty-five thousand domestic adoptions each year. Adoptions from
other countries number about thirty thousand per year. Many of the adoptions to the United States from other
countries help avoid sending babies and parentless children into orphanages. 
Lutherans For Life is one of many organizations that help mothers choose life instead of abortion. Lutherans For
Life exists to equip Lutherans and their neighbors to be Gospel-motivated voices for life. With the help and support
of Lutherans For Life, many families can help spread the purpose of God’s will.
In John 10:10, Jesus said, “The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have
it abundantly.” Jesus wants all to have abundant life. When a child is at risk, adoption is an option. Another reason
for an expectant mother to choose adoption is that some women can not physically have children. This means that
children and babies can be adopted into loving and secure families, if their birth family is unable to care for them. 
Ephesians 1:5 states, “In love He predestined us for adoption as sons and daughters through Christ, according to the
purpose of His will.” In that same way, God gains victory over the enemy who deceive women into aborting babies.
He has given the gift of adoption to provide for all of His children – that they may have life. 
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Friday, May 15 - Fine Arts Festival, 6 p.m.
Saturday, May 16 - Free Shredding/Electronic Recycling, 
   9 a.m. to noon
Saturday, May 16 - Track Meet @ Jerusalem/Morton Grove
Saturday, May 16 - Dine to Donate: Chipotle - Oakbrook 
   Terrace, 4 to 8 p.m.
Sunday, May 17 - Confirmation, 9 a.m.
Tuesday, May 19 - Hot Lunch: Tacos
Thursday, May 21 - 8  Grade Graduation, 6 p.m.th

Friday, May 22 - Last Day of School, Chapel, 8:30 a.m., Early
  Dismissal, 11:30 a.m.
Monday, June 1 to Friday, June 5 - Vacation Bible School
Monday, June 1 - Summer Camp begins
Friday, July 3 - NO SUMMER CAMP
Friday, July 24 - Summer Camp ends
Wednesday, August 5 - Registration, 5 p.m. 
Sunday, August 16 - Christian Education Sunday, 9 a.m.
Wednesday, August 19 - First Day of School, Chapel, 8:30 a.m., Early Dismissal, 11:30 a.m.
Sunday, August 23 - Outdoor Church Service, 10 a.m., followed by Picnic
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Why do birds fly north in   
       the summer?

 It’s too far to walk.

 How do sheep 
       celebrate the Fourth 
       of July?

With a baa-r-b-que.

What did the pig say on a      
       hot summer day? 

 I’m bacon.

Why don’t rabbits get hot in 
       summer?

 Because they have hare-
       conditioning.

 What’s black and white and 
        red all over?

 A zebra with a sunburn.

Q. 

A.
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A. 

Q. 

A.

Q. 

A.
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	by Ariana Mehrazar
	Memorial Day occurs this year on Monday, May 25, and is a                                                                                        federal holiday. Observed annually on the last Monday in May,                                                                                        the day honors U.S. military personnel who died in battle or                                                                                        from injuries sustained in battle.
	Memorial Day was originally called Decoration Day. It was established after the Civil War to honor Union soldiers who died in battle - by decorating their graves. The first major official observance was held on May 30, 1868, at Arlington National Cemetery. It evolved over time to commemorate all American military personnel who died in any war and became a federal holiday in 1971.
	The symbol for Memorial Day is the red poppy. This originated from WWI battlefields, inspired by Lt. Col. John McCrae’s poem In Flanders Fields and popularized by Moina Michael in 1918 to honor fallen soldiers. The American Legion adopted it in 1920, with flowers often worn to signify the blood shed by service members.
	Different ways to observe and celebrate Memorial Day include:    - Visiting cemeteries to place flags or flowers on graves       - Flying flags at half-staff until noon    - Participating in the National Moment of Remembrance     - Taking part in parades and ceremonies        at 3 p.m. local time                                                                           - Wearing red poppies    - Honoring lost military loved ones through family                 - Exhibiting patriotic displays       gatherings, social events, or community service                  -  Tying yellow ribbons around trees                - Providing support for charitable military organizations     -  Traveling to historic military sites    - Engaging in military tributes
	Memorial Day is important because it serves as a vital, national moment to honor the men and women who died in military service, ensuring their ultimate sacrifice is never forgotten. To some, it may just seem like the start of summer, but it brings people together for reflection, gratitude, and to support the families of the fallen.
	*In Abraham Lincoln's 1863 Gettysburg Address, he honored soldiers who had died in the Civil War by stating they had given their "last full measure” of devotion to their country. The phrase                     refers to the ultimate sacrifice of those who gave         their lives, bravely committed to fighting for America and her freedoms.


	Remember & Honor Those Who Gave All
	by Gunnarr Tully
	How did our great nation start? What was the cause? What happened?
	Before America became a nation, there were thirteen colonies and they were ruled over by Britain. These colonies were Virginia, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Maryland, Connecticut, Rhode Island, Delaware, North Carolina, South Carolina, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and Georgia.
	But before we talk about birth of the United States, we must know about a war - not the Revolutionary War, but the Seven Years War, which was fought from 1756 to 1763, pitting Great Britain and Prussia against France and Austria. The good news was, Britain won! The bad news was that in fighting that conflict, Britain lost almost all of the kingdom’s money and so decided to tax the America Colonies. Britain taxed the colonists for sugar and many everyday Items. Even worse, was The Stamp Act of 1765, which required legal documents, magazines, playing cards, newspapers, and other paper products to be printed on London-embossed paper that mandated a fee in British pounds. Also, The Quartering Acts of 1765 and 1774, required colonists to house and feed British soldiers without compensation.
	Now imagine, if you were living under these laws, you’d be pretty mad right? Well, the colonists were upset. In fact, some of the taxes were repelled because people protested. One famous protest was the Boston Tea Party in 1773. The Sons of Liberty dressed up as Indians and raided ships full of tea. Another was The Boston Massacre in 1770, where colonists were shot after protesting against the British.
	continued on page 4
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	In 1775, the American Colonies went to war for Independence!                                     We weren’t a country yet; we were a bunch of tiny militias fighting for one cause, FREEDOM! It wasn’t until 1776 when the continental army was formed and led by George Washington. And on July 4, 1776, The Declaration of Independence was signed. We hadn’t won the war [yet] but we were a country. And a few years later, [with some help from the French, Spanish, Indians, and a Prussian General.] America was victorious in the Revolutionary War against Great Britain on September 3, 1783.
	A look at 1826: America’s 50th Birthday February 4: James Fenimore Cooper’s The Last of the Mohicans was written and published.  February 5: Millard Fillmore (who would become the 13th President in 1853) married Abigail Powers. February 13: The American Temperance Society was founded to encourage abstinence from alcoholic beverages.
	A hand-colored engraving by Paul Revere, Jr., The Bloody Massacre Perpetrated on King-Street, Boston on March 5th 1770 by a Party of ye 29th Regiment.

	July 4: On America’s 50th Anniversary, 2nd President John Adams died at age 90 and 3rd President Thomas Jefferson passed away at 83.  September 3: The USS Vincennes left New York to circumnavigate the world, becoming the first U.S. Navy vessel to do so. September 11: A man named William Morgan disappeared after threatening to expose the Freemasons, which caused people to be suspicious of the Freemasons and eventually gave rise to the first third party in American politics, the Anti-Masonic Party. October 7: One of the first railroads in U.S. history, The Granite Railway ran their first train. December 21: In what is now Texas, settlers in Nacogdoches rebelled and created the Republic of Freedonia.
	A look at 1876: America’s 100th Birthday March 7: Alexander Graham Bell invented the telephone, a major milestone for not just the U.S., but the world. April 22: The first official major professional U.S. baseball league game, the National League, featured the Boston Red Caps against the Philadelphia Athletics. [The National League would later merge with the American League to become the MLB.] May 10: The Centennial Exposition opened at Fairmount Park, Philadelphia, as America’s first official world’s fair. After six months, it would close on November 10. June 25-26: The Battle of Little Bighorn started with Lt. Col. George Custer and the 7th Cavalry facing off against Crazy Horse and Sitting Bull, leaders of the Lakota Sioux and the Cheyanne in Montana. Custer was going for a quick victory, so he divided his force of 210 men and was surrounded by Indians, a loss for the 7th Cavalry - and the death of Custer. This battle is known as Custer’s Last Stand. August 1: Colorado was admitted to statehood as the 38th state with the nickname "Centennial State.” August 2: American folk hero and gunslinger James Butler “Wild Bill” Hickok was murdered in Deadwood, South Dakota. He was playing poker - holding two black aces and two eights, to this day it is known as a “dead man’s hand.” November 7: The disputed U.S. Presidential election took place with Rutherford B. Hayes winning by just one electoral vote, while he fell 252+ thousand short in the popular election. The constitutional crisis almost ignited another civil war.
	continued on page 5

	July 1: The Benjamin Franklin Bridge opened connecting Philadelphia and New Jersey, with the world's longest suspension bridge (at the time).
	continued from page 5
	October 4: Barbara Walters made broadcasting history, becoming the first woman to co-anchor a national evening news                                    program on prime-time television. She was teamed with Harry Reasoner on ABC’s Evening News. November 2: President Jimmy Carter beats incumbent President Gerald Ford,  the first time a person from the deep south was President since the Civil War. November 26: A new tech startup, Microsoft, is registered in New Mexico.
	A look at 2026: America’s 250th Birthday February 20: The U.S. Olympic Women’s Hockey Team took gold. February 22: The U.S. Olympic Men's Hockey Team took gold.  April 1: Artemis II, NASA’s crewed lunar spaceflight mission launches. April 3: A U.S. military pilot and Weapons Service Officer in an F-15E are shot  down over Iran. The pilot is rescued immediately, and on April 5, the injured  Weapons Service Officer is found in an Iranian cave and rescued in a heroic precision extraction.
	Coming Up: June 25-July 10: The Great American State Fair, a national exposition spanning from the U.S. Capitol to the Washington Monument, will celebrate and showcase all 50 U.S. states and six territories in a single world’s fair-scale event. Details at https://washington.org/event/great-american-state-fair and https://freedom250.org/celebration.
	Many other important American events occurred on July 4 in non-anniversary years, including: 1863: The Battle of Vicksburg was a major turning point in the Civil War where the Union Army divided the South. Vicksburg fell on July 4. 1884: In a ceremony held in Paris on July 4, the completed Statue of Liberty is formally presented to the U.S. ambassador as a commemoration of the friendship between France and the United States. 1898: During the Spanish-American War, the Battle of San Juan Hill, which began on July 1, was the bloodiest U.S. land engagement of the Spanish-American War, with heavy casualties on both sides. By July 3, the U.S. Navy destroyed the Spanish fleet at Santiago, and on July 17, the Spanish surrendered Santiago, effectively ending major fighting in Cuba. Sometime around July 4, Theodore “Teddy” Roosevelt (who would become U.S. President in 1901) and his Rough Riders charged up San Juan Hill.
	America’s History is fascinating!


	A Second “July 4th”?
	by Floyd Turner
	Utah’s Pioneer Day is celebrated annually on July 24. The event marks the day when the first group of Mormon pioneers entered Utah’s Salt Lake Valley in 1847, marking the end of their arduous journey westward from Illinois.
	Utah celebrates this event similarly to July 4, with parades, fireworks, rodeos, and “chuckwagon” meals, cooked like the pioneers did.
	Fun Things to do This Summer
	by Ava Harrison and Alice Hensley
	Once summer break begins you will have plenty of time for fun activities. Sometimes it can be difficult to find activities that are actually entertaining.
	Here are a few ideas for things you can do:
	Go to an amusement park or carnival
	Play a sport
	Read
	Host a picnic
	Build a homemade slip 'n slide
	Have a water balloon fight
	Visit a local splash pad or pool
	Go camping
	Tell stories
	Roast s'mores over a fire pit
	Grow a garden
	Go hiking at a state park
	Catch lightning bugs
	Go fishing
	Create some art
	DIY crafts
	Make homemade popsicles
	Bake cookies
	Create a time capsule
	Swim in the pool
	Finding fun things to do can be  difficult sometimes, but with this  list to get you started, you should  find that there are plenty of other  things you can do to keep busy  during the hot summer days.


	National Donut Day
	by Heidi Johnson
	National Donut Day was created in 1938 to honor the Salvation Army women who  provided comfort by serving donuts to American soldiers during World War I. It’s on the first Friday of June every year and this year, 2026, it’s on June 5 - which is the birthday of yours truly, at least this  year.
	Speaking of donuts, the 5th-6th grade recently went on a field trip to BB’s Donuts (in Western Springs) and we loved it! I don’t know if you can get free donuts there on Donut Day, but it was an awesome experience!
	Some places that you definitely can get free donuts on National Donut Day are:  Krispy Kreme: Free donut of choice, no purchase necessary (in-store only). Duck Donuts: Free cinnamon sugar donut, no purchase necessary. Dunkin': Free classic donut with the purchase of any beverage. Casey's: Free donut for Casey's Rewards members. LaMar's Donuts: Free glazed donut. Paris Baguette: Free sugar mochi or small twist donut for Rewards members with any purchase. Shipley Do-Nuts: Free glazed donut with any purchase. Tim Horton’s: Free donut with a beverage purchase for app/website members (valid through June 8). 7-Eleven: 50-cent classic glazed donut for Rewards members.
	Some of our students and a few teachers recorded their favorite donut flavors  for us, so here they are (at left).
	Make Mine Delicious
	by Addison Mann
	Mrs. Solyom:  Glazed, warmed up Jacob: Chocolate with Chocolate  Sprinkles Damian:  Boston Cream Long John Arian:  Apple Strudel  Keira:  Apple Strudel or Cinnamon Ava:  Cruller or Glazed Bobby:  Chocolate Frosted with Sprinkles Alice:  Strawberry Frosted with Sprinkles Heidi:  Plain topped with Cream Cheese Frosting Josh: Chocolate Glazed
	Ariana:  Cinnamon Strawberry Glazed Addison (8th grade):  Rainbow Sprinkle  Aubriella:  Strawberry Frosted Abby:  Blueberry Glazed Juliana:  Vanilla Long John  Gunnarr:  Cookies & Cream with  Chocolate Sprinkles Floyd:  Cinnamon Mrs. Curelo:  Boston Cream  Addison (5th grade):  Lemon Pudding Filling  Mr. Baerenklau:  Bavarian Cream
	5th Through 8th Grade Summer Plans
	by Bobby Hawn
	People enjoy a lot of fun activities during the summer, from riding their bike to riding roller coasters. Hmm, reminds me of someone, *cough* my dad *cough.*
	This year’s 5th through 8th grade students have some fun plans for this summer. We’ll be leaving behind school, otherwise known as the hardest job on the planet, to have some REAL fun. Not that school can’t be fun - it can. Before we learn what some Trinity students plan to engage in this summer, let's consider some good summer break options. There is bike riding, walking, TV watching, video game playing, taking a trip to another state, seeing family, roller coaster riding, sports game playing, watching sports game playing, and board game or card game playing as well. These are only a few amazing things to do over the summer.
	Let’s see what some of the 5th through 8th graders will be doing during their summer: Alice – Taking walks, riding my bike, and swimming Addison (5th) – Traveling  Heidi – Lock-in, Squishy hunting, playing Roblox, have tons of fun, swim, and have a birthday sleepover! Gunnarr – Going to Washington DC for the Great American State Fair on the National Mall, going fishing, maybe going urban exploring, visiting Montana, and watching television Jacob – Going to my aunt’s house Floyd – Grind Fortnite and Call of Duty Bobby – Going to Six Flags Great America, Illinois. and Cedar Point, Ohio, and binge watching Marvel Cinematic Universe movies Juliana – Playing Roblox and visiting Arizona Keira – Going on vacation to Zion National Park Arian – Taking my dog out for walks - and sleeping Abby – Grinding gymnastics, hanging with friends, attending four camps, and taking a two-week vacation to Nebraska, Mount Rushmore, and Yosemite National Park Josh – Playing Roblox, sleeping, and scrolling Ariana – Participating in dance, archery, and piano, plus reading, drawing, partying, playing volleyball, attending a bunch of camps, and doing a lot of other things  Ava – Playing Roblox, reading, and ice skating Damian – Watching One Piece, sleeping, and eating
	It looks like these students are going to have an amazing summer. You could even take a page out of their summer playbook and try some of their planned activities. I hope you all have an amazing summer, and I look forward to seeing you when school resumes in the fall!



	All about flamingos
	by Juliana Rivera
	Flamingos are birds, but they do  not fly. The scientific name for  the American, or Caribbean,  flamingo is  Phoenicopterus Ruber. The  flamingo's diet is that of an  omnivore, as they eat both  plants and meat. A group  of flamingos is commonly called a colony, but can also  be referred to as a flamboyance.  These birds are 36 to 50 inches tall and have a wingspan that is 60 inches long. They are bright pink because their diet is rich in carotenoid pigments, specifically beta-carotene, found in algae, brine shrimp, and other small crustaceans.
	continued on page 10
	continued from page 9
	Trinity Chargers Head to the State Track Meet

	Abortion
	Heaven Can Wait
	LFL essays continue on page 8
	continued from page 7
	LFL essays continue on page 9
	continued from page 8

	Abortion: Never the Answer
	LFL essays continue on page 10
	continued from page 9

	God Knows Best and He Has a Plan for Us
	LFL essays continue on page 11

	You are Wonderfully Made
	continued from page 10

	Suicide is Never the Answer
	Living the Gospel of Life: A Lutheran Witness
	LFL essays continue on page 12
	continued from page 10

	Adopted into God's Family

